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Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
GRACE AND TRUTH: KNOWING THE FULLNESS OF JESUS
2. “ Christ: The Means Life”                             
Scripture:   John 4:46-54; 14:1-11                                                    
Theme:  “Through trusting and obeying, Jesus shows that He Himself is the means to a fulfilled life.      
Introduction

In this series of studies our objective is to get to know Jesus as God who became flesh, full of grace and truth.  (John 1:14)  Jesus claims to be the Jewish Messiah, the Son of God and that by believing in Him life as God intended it to be will result.  In Chapter one, of his gospel, the Apostle John has introduced us to Jesus as “the Word.”  This means, he is God’s avenue and method of communicating Himself to his creation.  For God to finally reveal Himself, He took on human flesh, so His  creatures could see Him, hear Him and get to know Him in terms  that human beings can comprehend: flesh and blood relationship!  By describing Jesus as “the Word who took on flesh” John further identifies Him as being full of grace and truth.
John’s method to identify Jesus is structured around two literary techniques.  By using seven miracles, John highlights the power of God’s grace in Jesus.  Further, as he records seven self descriptions of Jesus using the phrase, “I AM” John reminds us that this is an Old Testament term used when God revealed His personal name to Moses. (Ex.3:4) The seven “I AM’s” reveal the truth about Jesus identity, whereas the seven miracles—signs- demonstrate the power of God’s grace.
In our first lesson we studied the first miracle sign, in which Jesus changed water into wine. The scene in which Jesus demonstrated the power of God’s grace was at a wedding festivity.  It was meant to be a time of cheer and happiness.  Instead, it was faced with failure, embarrassment and potential disaster.  But, because of Jesus the promise of joy and fulfillment was assured.  When viewed as a sign it shows that when Jesus changed the water of Jewish legalism into the new wine of God’s grace and forgiveness, scripture is fulfilled and true joy is established.  When contrasted to the circumstances of the second miracle-sign of this study, whereas the first was a time of a potential festivity; this second sign focuses on the potential funeral.  In the first there was joy and happiness, now there is sickness and sadness, apprehension and anxiety…not in the anticipation of beginning a relationship, but in the apprehension of ending one.
Yet, once again Jesus reveals Himself to be the Lord in all circumstances of life.  If we invite His grace to fill our desire for joy and happiness, His presence will increase the true joy.  Now through this second sign we discover when we call on Him in our time of sorrow, anxiety, disappointments or bereavements, Jesus will also bring consolation, comfort and joy that is not of this world.  The key to comfort in time of trouble is faith: faith in the person of Christ, faith in the promises of Christ and faith that sees eternal life as eternal from the perspective of Christ.
I.  FAITH MUST REST IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST       (John 4:46-54)
1.   Upon Jesus’ return to Galilee, who comes to meet Him and what was his issue?  (4:46-47)
2.   What do you suppose is the meaning of Jesus’ response to the nobleman in 4:48?               

·    What kind of faith is Jesus confronting here?
·     How might Jesus’ statement in 4:48 be a reaction to the behavior of the Samaritans (4:41-42) and of the Galileans He encountered in John 4? (4:41-42,45)
3.   What kind of faith do you think Jesus is looking for in this nobleman?  4:49-50                                                                      
· Compare Jesus response to the nobleman’s request.   Did Jesus do what he requested?                                                                  
· What kind of faith did it take to get what Jesus had to give?  4:50
4.   Compare the following statements in light of what you have just studied.  How would you describe each statement?  What is the difference?  What kind of faith is Jesus seeking?   

·    Seeing is believing  (John 4:45)

·     Believing is seeing  (John 7:17)                                 
5.      When did the nobleman receive confirmation of his faith?  John 4:51-52                               
· If Capernaum is only 35 miles from Cana, about a 4 hour walk, and Jesus healed him the 7th hour (about 1:00 p.m.) how would you explain that the man that didn’t return home until the following day?
· How is this fact a testimony to his maturing faith in the person of Jesus?                                                                                                   
6.     What blessing and gift did this man’s family receive in addition to their son’s restoration.”  (4:53; 3:36) 
7.     Why do you suppose John chose this miracle of grace to be a second sign—in light of John 20:30-31?
II. FAITH MUST RELY ON THE PROMISES OF CHRIST    John 14:1-11
1.    What pending events had Jesus just described that led to His teaching in John 14:1-11? John 13:37,38       
2.    To receive comfort and hope in this time of crisis, what kind of faith does Jesus call for?  John 14:1       
· What is meant by Jesus’ statement “Believe also in Me”?
· How would you differentiate between the statement: “I believe in God” and “I believe God”?  How is the latter statement a necessary, deeper faith?
3.    Carefully read John 14:2-3.  How are these words meant to give comfort to the disciples?       
·  For these words to result in  true comfort what do they rely on?
4.   Explain verse 6 in light of the following scriptures?                                                                                                                                                     
·   Jesus said, “I am the Way…” Prov. 14:12      
·  “I am the Truth…” Eph. 4:18; Col 2:3

·  “I am the Life…” John 3:36; 5:22-27; 10:10

·  “No man come to the Father but by me.”  John 6:44,65; Acts 4:12; I Tim. 2:5-6; Heb 10:19,22
5.   In His response to Phillip’s request in 14:8, what profound claim is Jesus making about Himself.” 14:9-11                                                  
       6.    From this “I AM” claim made by Jesus (14:6) what do you hear Him sayin about Himself?         
III.   FAITH MUST RESULT IN SEEING LIFE FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF CHRIST
1.   What do you see is the connection and the lesson being taught through this sign miracle when connect to  the “I Am” teaching of Jesus?                                          
2.    By comparing the two passages: Jon 4:46-54 and John 14:1-11 where or in whom must a person’s faith reside to receive hope and comfort in the face of death?                                                                       
3.     How does the miraculous 2nd sign (4:44-54) illustrate the truth of Jesus’ word “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life…”?
4.    Why must faith that results in eternal life, be more that “positive thinking”?                                   
5.    For Jesus’ claim in John 14:6 to be accurate, who then must He be? 
6.    If you wonder, “But how can I be sure it’s true?”,  how would Jesus’ statement in John 7:17 answer that question?                       
7.   In light of these two scripture lessons what specifically do you think God is asking of you to find hope and comfort in the face of death?                                 
CONCLUSION
In the story, the man begged Jesus to come.  In response Jesus simply said “you must go.  Your son will live.”  (4:50)  Here lies the dilemma of faith.  God, in response to our desperate appeals, speaks to us through Jesus and says  “You must go”… “Believe in God, Believe also in me…”  In other words It’s Done!  You can rest on what Jesus has already done by believing in Him…because he has promised.  The road that leads to life—abundant life, eternal life is marked with “One way” signs.  That road is Jesus.  The destination is life and that comfort comes only by trusting and obeying the one who promised.  What does it mean for you to believe in God and also to believe Jesus?          
